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Worship  
Schedule in 

Your Church 
 

8:00 a.m. – Contemplative Service 
based around Bible study in 
the Fireside Room. 

9:30 a.m. – Traditional Worship 
Service with different mes-
sage than 8:00 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. – Donuts, coffee & 
punch are available for a    
donation on the patio. 

 Korean Language Worship     
Service, Youth Building. 

12:30 p.m. – Korean Language  
Worship Service, Sanctuary. 
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New Carpeting 
Having heard comments over the last couple of weeks of how can the church afford new carpet-

ing, prompted me to write this article.   
The trustees have a maintenance fund that is funded wholly by rentals of the facility. 40% of all 

monies collected by facility rentals are placed into the maintenance fund. The last couple of months 
have been very good to the church. Facility rentals have increased quite substantially. This increase is how the carpet-
ing was paid for. None of the money used was from members of the congregation unless it was from a facility rental. 

Along those lines the maintenance fund is used also for things like plumbing, painting, new tables for the fellow-
ship hall, gardening, sprinklers etc. Any maintenance done to the church comes from this fund, which is protected and 
used solely by the trustees for maintenance only.  We are responsible for the use and spending of this fund. It is quite 
like a bank account in that we don’t want to spend more than we have. Funds must be kept for emergencies and all 
maintenance. When we have the chance to use extra funds the trustees vote on these situations along with advice from 
church council if necessary.  

Our goals as of late are to spruce up the church so to speak and hopefully to entice more membership activity. The 
trustee’s doors are always open for comments and suggestions.  

Please keep all food and drink out of the narthex and all worship areas.  We hope to keep the new carpet free from 
stains. During communion we are going to place some type of mats down to catch the spilling grape juice. 

Also we are actively looking for another women to join the trustees to replace Grace Chang who went back to her 
native country. If you would like to serve feel free to contact me directly. Thanks for serving and I hope this clears up 
any misconceptions. 

Steve Schlesselman, Chairman of the Trustees 
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 We have decided to go dark for the month of 
July. (But you may want to get a head start on 
September's book as it is a bit longer than our 
usual choices.) 

  
August we will be discussing "Black and White" by Diane Shapiro 

September will be "World Without End" by Ken Follet 
October will be " The Last Lecture" by Randy Pausch 

November is "The Spy Who Came in from the Cold" by John LeCarre 
December's book is "Open House" by Elizabeth Berg 
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Mandy Young is engaged to Ryan Howard.  We have new carpet.  See the article on Page 2.  
Share your news with the church mouse, send an email to scumnews@ca.rr.com. 

Bishop Swenson Meets with 
Liberian President 
By Dr. Larry R. Hygh, Jr. - Date Posted: April 30, 2009 
 
Bishop Mary Ann Swenson recently had an au-
dience with Liberian President Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf. President Johnson-Sirleaf was in Pasa-
dena, where the California-Pacific Conference 
is headquartered, as part of the 2008-2009 Dis-
tinguished Speaker Series of Southern Califor-
nia. The 10-minute meeting was arranged by 
Mary Jane Sands, a long-time member of First 
United Methodist Church, Pasadena, and a big 
supporter of the Distinguished Speakers Series.  
"President Johnson-Sirleaf spoke of the struggle 

of Liberia to renew itself and the desire to transform into a peaceful and prosperous nation," said Bishop 
Swenson. She told President Johnson-Sirleaf that it was a thrill to have her visit Southern California. The 
Bishop first met the Liberian President briefly following her address to the 2008 General Conference in 
Fort Worth, Tex. "I resonated with her completely when she said that her greatest commitment is to im-
prove the condition for children in her country."  
President Johnson-Sirleaf, who is a United Methodist Woman, was elected the 23rd president of Liberia in 
November 2005, becoming the first woman elected to lead an African nation. In her efforts to fight for 
freedom, justice and equality, she has been jailed more than once and exiled from the country. President 
Johnson-Sirleaf, 70, known as the "Iron Lady," was the first female Minister of Finance of Liberia and was 
appointed president of the Liberian Bank for development and investment following a military coup in 
1980. She was also the first woman to lead the United Nations Development Project for Africa.  
The Rev. Dr. Frank Trotter, senior pastor of First United Methodist Church Pasadena, said the president 
recounted Liberia’s history over the past 40 years and told how her voice was one of the very few that 
challenged the corruption of the various presidents before her. "Her story was powerful and triumphant – 
in the sense that she has persevered and outlasted all of the corrupt men," said Trotter. He added, "She 
gave thanks to the women of Liberia for standing with her over the years and for supporting her election to 
the presidency." 
Born in Monrovia, Liberia, President Johnson-Sirleaf, earned a B.A. from Madison Business College in 
Madison, Wisconsin. She later obtained a diploma at the Economics Institute at the University of Colorado 
and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Harvard University in 1971. President Johnson-
Sirleaf honors include the U.S. Presidential Medal of Freedom (2008), the Commander de l’Ordre du 
Mono (Togo, 1996), the Ralph Bunche International Leadership Award (United States, 1995 and 1996), 
the Franklin D. Roosevelt Freedom of Speech  
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